
WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

An input device, comprising: 
\ / a\plurality of function switches each provided 
corresponding to a plurality of electronic devices for 
selecting! one of these devices; 

a co\itroller unit for controlling the electronic 
devices ; 

a f irs\ warning unit for generating warning signals 
for informing\an operator of the function switches of a 
mistaken action on the function switches; and 

a mistake! counter means for monitoring the 
operation on the function switches to count and store the 
number of mistake^ on each of the function switches, 
wherein 

the mistake counter means increments the counted 
number of mistakes by determining, when one of the function 
switches is operated wAthin a predetermined period of time 
after another function Switch has been operated, that the 
preceding switch operation is a mistake; and 

the controller unit instructs the first warning 
unit to generate the warning signals when the counted 
number of mistakes reaches\a predetermined threshold 
number . 

2. An input device according to claim 1, wherein 
the controller unit allows the Electronic device selected 
by a function switch operated iVi the first action to be 
replaced with another device assigned to another function 
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switch after generating the warning signals. 
3. An inp^t device, comprising: 

a plurality^ of function switches each provided 
corresponding to a\ plurality of electronic devices for 
selecting one of tfoe devices; 

a controller pnit for controlling the electronic 
devices ; and 

a mistake couriter means for monitoring the 
operation on the function switches to count and store the 
number of mistakes fd[r each of the function switches, 
wherein 

the mistake couAter means increments the counted 
number of mistakes by determining, when one of the function 
switches is operated within a predetermined period of time 
after another function switch has been operated, that the 
preceding switch operation is a mistake"; and 

the controller unin replaces the assigned 
electronic device selectee* by the function switch 
operated in the preceding action with another electronic 
device selected by another function switch, when the 
counted number of mistakes reaches a predetermined 
threshold number 

4 . An input device according to claim 3 , further 

ing unit for generating 
notification signals fori informing an operator of the 
function switches of the automatic reassignment of the 
electronic device, wherein 



comprising a second war 
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the iSpntroller unit instructs the second warning 
unit to generate the notification signals when the device 
reassignment hak been performed. 

5. An input^ device according to claim 1, wherein 
the function switch^ are provided in a console box and 
the electronic devices\selected by the function switches 
are electric component s Nequipped in an automobile. 

6. An input device According to claim 2 , wherein 
the function switches are provided in a console box and 
the electronic devices selected by the function switches 
are the electric components equipped in an automobile. 

7. An input device according to claim 3, wherein 
the function switches are provided \n a console box and 
the electronic devices selected by the\function switches 
are the electric components equipped i*a an automobile. 

8. An input device according to claJlm 4, in which: 
the function switches are provided in>an instrument 

panel and the electronic devices selected by \he function 
switches are the electric components equipped in an 
automobile . 

9. An input\device , comprising: 

a plurality oA function switches each provided 
corresponding to a, plurality of electronic devices for 
selecting one of these\devices ; 

a manual operating Ifad manipulatable in two or more 
directions for selecting \ functionality of the 
electronic devices by the operating direction; 
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a control ler\ unit for instructing the electronic 
devices to execute it^ Le function; 

a first warninqunit for generating warning signals 
for informing an operator of the manual operating pad of 
a mistaken action on uhe manual operating pad; and 

a mistake counter means for monitoring the 
operation on the manual operating pad by the operator to 
count and store the number of mistakes in each operating 
direction of the manual operating pad, wherein 

the mistake counter! means increments the counted 
number of mistakes in an operating direction by 
determining, when the manual operating pad is operated 
in a direction within a predetermined period of time after 
the pad has been operated in another direction, that the 
preceding operation is a .mistake; and 

the controller unit instructs the first warning 
unit to generate the warning signals when the counted 
number of mistakes reaches a predetermined threshold 
number . \ 

10. An input device according to claim 9 , wherein 
the assignment of the electronic device selected by the 
preceding action to an operating direction can be swapped 
with another assignment of another nevice selected in 
another direction by means of the controller unit after 
generating the warning signals. \ 

11. An input device, comprising:\ 

a plurality of function switches eWh provided 
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corresponding to a\plurality of electronic devices for 
selecting one of tnte devices; 

a manual operating pad manipulatable in two or more 
directions for seledting a functionality of the 
electronic devices by the operating direction; 

a controller uriit for instructing the electronic 
devices to execute the function; and 

a mistake counter means for monitoring the 
operation on the manuai operating pad by the operator to 
count and store the number of mistakes in each operating 
direction of the manual! operating pad, wherein 

the mistake counter means increments the counted 
number of mistakes in ari operating direction by 
determining, when the maiiual operating pad is operated 
in a direction within a pr eldetermined period of time after 
the manual operating pad bias been operated in another 
direction, that the preceding switch operation is a 
mistake ; and 

the controller unit replaces the function selected 
by the operating direction \in a preceding action with 
another function selected in\a succeeding action when the 
counted number of mistakes Reaches a predetermined 
threshold number. 
^0^0^^ " An input device according to claim 8, further 

ng: 

second warning unit for generating notification 



comprise 
a 



signals informing the operator of the reassignment 
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done; wherein 



unit to 



the controller unit instructs the second warning 
rial 



generate the notification signals when the device 




reassi^imenl^ has been performed, 

13. An\ input device according to claim 9, wherein 
the function switches and the manual operating pad are 



jy / mounted xn a console box of an automobile and the 

electronic devices are electric components equipped on 
board selected by Vhe function switches, as well as the 
functions are individual functions of each of the electric 
components in an automobile. 

14. An input device according to claim 10 , wherein 
the function switches a^nd the manual operating pad are 
provided mounted in a console box and the electronic 
devices selected by the function switches are electric 
components equipped in an\ automobile, as well as the 
functions are individual fuActions of each of the electric 
components in an automobil e\ 

15 . An input device according to claim 11 ,' wherein 
the function switches and the\ manual operating pad are 
provided mounted in a console \box and the electronic 
devices selected by the function switches are electric 
components equipped in an automobile, as well as the 
functions are individual function^ of each of the electric 
components in an automobile 

16. An input device according to claim 12, wherein 
the function switches and the manual operating pad are 
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provided mounted in a console box and the electronic- 
devices selected\by the function switches are electric 
components equipped in an automobile, as well as the 
functions are individual functions of each of the 
components in an automobile. 
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